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making.  For the power of a civil resister is like that of the fabled
bird that has the capacity of rising from its own ashes,

Toung India, 25-6-1925

182.   DUTT OF SATTAGRAHIS

CALCUTTA,
June 25, 1925

We have been asked what is the duty of satyagrahis in view
of the recent judgment of the District Court of Hooghly, appoint-
ing a Receiver for all the properties including the Temple at
Tarakeshwar and purporting to belong to the Mohunt.

In our opinion, it is impossible for satyagrahis to resist the pos-
session by the Receiver when he comes to take it, nor is there any
meaning in resisting his possession. The satyagraha was offered
against the Mohunt or rather his methods. He is not in posses-
sion and the Court's order does not put him in possession. On the
contrary, the judgment makes it clear that the Mohunt could
not succeed, though he tried in gaining whole or partial possession.

The object of satyagraha was to get rid of abuses in con-
nection with the temple and to secure public entry to the Lakshmi
Narain Temple. There is no question under the Court's order of
any reversion to the old abuses or prohibition to temple entry.
It is a matter of no moment to satyagrahis who has possession
so long as the Temple management is pure and it is not the
Mohunt who has the management.

The satyagrahis9 duty will, therefore, be- to hand [over], on
demand, the possession to the Receiver. It will be time to re-
consider the position when and if abuses creep in. It does not
matter who become trustees of the Temple so 4ong as there is
a public trust properly managed. If the plaintiffs collude with
the Mohunt, it will be again a matter for consideration as to
what the satyagrahis should do.

The foregoing was finally approved by Deshbandhu on
8th June at Darjeeling and it was to be published over our joint
signatures, if it was considered necessary. I understand that the
publication of the statement is necessary. I have therefore no
hesitation in permitting its publication as our joint statement. I
have seen nothing since to alter my opinion.

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 9-7-1925